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From the President - Mrs. Becky Wolfe 
Wow! I canôt believe how much has hap-
pened since we left school last June. 
First, we got a beautiful new roof which 
Mr. Stockman has assured me wonôt 
leak anymore. Then, the Summer Jobs 
committee papered all of the bulletin 
boards in the classrooms and stuffed so 
many first day folders that I didnôt know 
where they were going to put them all. 
Staff Appreciation was in full swing with 
a hilarious welcome back breakfast for 
the staff with the theme: ñAre You 
Smarter Than A Fifth Graderò. And, 
have you seen the courtyard blooming 
with the new landscaping done by our 
fabulous Gardening committee? All this, 
and the new 2008-2009 school year 
hadnôt even started yet! 
 
Many of our Jones Lane volunteers 
have started working on their commit-
tees, logging in 710 hours in the month 
of September alone. I mention this be-
cause I am hoping that everyone will 
make it their goal to do at least ONE 
thing for the school this year. You donôt 
have to run a committee or be the room 
parent. You could shelve books in the 
library in an afternoon or bake cupcakes 
for a school party. If you work during the 
day, you might consider helping at one 
of our evening activities like Bingo Night 
or International Night. The more you 
become involved in your childrenôs 
school, the better the school experience 
will be for your kids! 
 
In our September PTA Committee 
Chairperson training meeting, two new 
PTA committees were formed. The first 

is the Hispanic Family Outreach pro-
gram. The programôs goal is to help our 
Spanish speaking families feel more 
comfortable about attending and partici-
pating in Jones Lane activities. Our 
chairperson, Chilo Bonilla, is currently 
gathering resources to further this 
cause. 
 
The second new committee is the Leg-
acy Brick program. The PTA will offer 
the Jones Lane community a chance to 
purchase engraved bricks to commemo-
rate you childôs attendance at Jones 
Lane, or honor a staff member. We then 
plan to make a patio with the bricks in 
an effort to beautify the main entrance. 
Kelly Grossberg is chairing this commit-
tee. 
 
If you missed the October PTA, you 
missed a lot of information! The PTA 
has parent resources available in math 
and writing. Contact PTA Secretary Nan 
Ropelewski for a complete listing. The 
final PTA 2008-2009 budget has been 
approved and the PTA has gifted the 
school $5000 to be used towards edu-
cational materials for our children. Our 
first Community Night Out event at Fud-
druckers brought in $400. The biggest 
fundraiser of the year, Sallie Foster is 
well underway and doing fine. Iôll update 
you in the next newsletter to let you 
know how we did. 
 
National ñWalk Your Child to Schoolò 
day was October 8th. Thank you to all 
the students, staff and parents who par-
ticipated. The event highlights the im-

portance of safety and physical activity 
for our young people. Please donôt miss 
our upcoming events. The Halloween 
Young Run is taking place on Sunday, 
October 19th. Contact Committee chair-
person Jana Goodwin to sign up. 
Please join us at Potomac Pizza on 
October 22nd from 4-9pm for our next 
Community Night Out. 
 
November PTA events include the 
Scholastic Book Fair from November 7-
14 with family night on Tuesday, No-
vember 11th from 5-8:30pm. This yearôs 
theme is ñBook Fair Safariò and prom-
ises to be a wild time for everyone! 
Bingo Night follows on November 21 at 
Ridgeview Middle School from 7-9pm. 
 
Please remember that due to Election 
Day, the next PTA meeting will be held 
Wednesday, November 5th at 7pm in the 
all purpose room. 
 
I wanted to take a moment to welcome 
our new staff members: Mr. Elliot , Alter-
Assistant Principal; Ms. Mary Ellen Fer-
nandez, 1st grade; Ms. Kimberly 
Mathewes, 3rd grade, Mr. Tom Philip, 3rd 
grade; Mrs. Linda Durr, 5th grade and 
Mrs. Julie Wright, Music. Our Jones 
Lane community is excited to have you 
at our school! 
 
Letôs have a great year together! 
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Welcome to a new school year and the 
first publication of The Jaguar Express 
for 2008-2009. We are off to a great 
start and we thank our parents, staff 
and students for making the beginning 
of this year so very successful.  I want 
to take this opportunity to welcome all 
our new students and families to Jones 
Lane Elementary School.  We are very 
happy to have you join us here at the 
best school in the world. There is no 
place like Jones Lane ES.   
 
We had a terrific turn out for our annual 
Back-to-School Night and we thank all 
our parents for coming out for this event 
and for volunteering your service to our 
school this year. I am pleased to an-
nounce that we have been able to main-
tain our enrollment numbers which 
made it possible for us to keep all our 
classroom teachers for this school year.  
I am also happy to report that the chil-
dren have all transitioned to their new 
classes and teachers and they are off to 
a fantastic year of learning.   
 
 I want to also thank all our parents for 
your continued cooperation in making 
the drop off-pick- up routine for car rid-
ers run so safely and smoothly.  We just 
started to experience a small back-up in 
the driveway recently and we are work-
ing to alleviate the problem. I want to 
thank all of our parents for working with 
us to keep our students safe and allow-
ing the buses to drop off and pick up 
our students in a timely manner.     
 
This year marks the third year of all-day 
kindergarten classes and the adjust-
ment period for our kindergarten stu-
dents has gone seamlessly. We wel-

comed approximately 85 new kindergar-
ten students to Jones Lane ES this 
year.  I am happy to report that they are 
all adjusting well, especially to our lunch 
schedule. Our kindergarten students 
have lunch first this year and they have 
all learned the routines very well. They 
can get through the lunch lines in record 
time now, with a little help from their 
friends. Thanks also for working with 
the children to help them learn their 
lunch account numbers. We are hoping 
that soon they will be able to put in their 
numbers without any help. I want to 
especially thank the parent volunteers 
who have been so helpful for this first 
month of school in the kindergarten 
classrooms and in the cafeteria. We 
could not have transitioned so well with-
out all of you.   
 
Each year brings a renewed commit-
ment to teaching, learning and our 
shared vision of academic achievement 
and excellence for every student. Dur-
ing the 2007-2008 school year, we 
made significant increases in the overall 
Maryland State Assessment (MSA) 
scores for grades 3-5.  We also made 
tremendous gains in the scores of our 
smaller population groups of students. I 
shared some specific percentages with 
many of you at the first PTA meeting 
this month. This school year, we will 
continue to focus on the MCPS strate-
gic goal of increased achievement for 
all students in every group. To do this 
we must work together to make elimi-
nating the academic achievement gap a 
top priority. We cannot consider our 
school as high achieving and successful 
if there are any groups of students who 
are not succeeding academically. I am 

pleased to inform you that our overall 
MSA scores from last year showed that 
we made significant progress in the 
achievement of all our students in all 
groups. Once again, our school was 
named one of the top 100 schools in the 
state of Maryland with students scoring 
in the advanced proficiency range on 
our Maryland State Assessment (MSA).  
This is quite an accomplishment and 
could not be achieved without the total 
commitment of all our stakeholders.  
These assessment results reflect the 
hard work and dedication of all our 
stakeholders (students, staff, and par-
ents).  We will continue to work hard to 
assure that this achievement momen-
tum continues. On behalf of our staff 
and students, I want to let you know 
that we are all excited and ready to con-
tinue our hard work and get even better 
this year. I know that we can count on 
the continued support of our parent 
community in this effort.     
 
I will provide a message in this publica-
tion three times this year. You will hear 
from me again at mid-year (in Decem-
ber or January) and finally at the end of 
the school year. In the interim, I will 
continue to keep you informed on a 
weekly basis through the Principalôs 
Newsletter. 
 
Thanks again to the entire Jones Lane 
ES family for a great start to this new 
school year. I invite you to stay involved 
and informed as we work together to 
assure the academic success of all our 
students. Letôs keep the enthusiasm 
and the momentum going for the entire 
school year.   

 Mrs. Carole A. Sample 

Everyone is Ready for the  

First Day of School!  
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Instead of honoring a "volunteer of the month" this month, I would like to take the time to express my gratitude to all the parents 
and older students that helped with the summer jobs. Getting ready to go back to school takes an enormous amount of work 
that would be so overwhelming without all the volunteers--stuffing envelopes has never been so fun!  Thanks to Susanna Olen, 
Robyn Rutland, Susan Muma, and Tara Kavdias for all of your hard work. 
 
I would also like to thank all the parents that stepped in to help out during this first month of school. From the new Kindergarten 
parents who helped in the classroom and lunchroom to the 1st - 5th grade parents that volunteered their time to help all the 
students get off the buses and into classrooms in the morning, at recess and after school.  Here is a list (in no way complete) of 
the parents that jumped in with both feet: Jane Webster, Joanne Levitt, Angie Yeatman, Tonie Rommel, Brie Charles, 
Janine Nickel, Pam DelVecchio, Susan Cassell, Heidi Price, Helene Gundepudi, Beth Johnson, Jaimee Gnaidek, 
Sharina Hunt, Stacey Blaine, Amy Smith and Chilo Bonilla . I know there are more of you--I just wish I had all of your 
names, so I could thank you individually. Our parent volunteers are one of the many attributes that make Jones Lane so 
amazing! 
 
I also would like to say thank you to all the parents that offered their time as Room Parents, Party Coordinators and Party 
Volunteers. Our children have no idea how much work goes into making their special days special....  But I do, and I greatly 
appreciate your time and efforts! 

 
 

Volunteers  
 

Please be sure to Sign in and Out  of the computer in the office when volunteering.  Also, click ñvolunteerò 
and not ñvisitorò. 

 
MCCPTA requires us to submit our volunteer hours on a monthly basis so I need those at-home hours!   

Please e-mail me at dj2kevin@comcast.net, or leave them in my mailbox.  

Volunteer of the Month - Ms. DJ McKenna 

From the 1st VP - Ms. Valerie Fuster 

Long before the first day of school, you 
can feel the back-to-school buzz as 
dedicated parent volunteers and Jones 
Lane staff work diligently to plan and 
prepare for the upcoming year. Year 
after year, weôve grown accustomed to 
experiencing a seemingly flawless, 
smooth start of the school year. We 
may not realize the countless hours our 
dedicated staff and parent volunteers 
spend collaborating on school programs 
that directly benefit our children. Itôs 
with a deep sense of appreciation that 
weôd like to recognize certain individu-
als for dedicating their time and talent.   
 
A sincere thank you goes to these com-
mittee chairs and their members: 

Susanna Olen & Susan Muma  for 
preparing our brightly colored bulletin 
boards and important back-to-school 
mailer; 
 
Kristin Paolini & Diane Schmid  for 
entertaining & feeding our fabulous 
staff! 
 
Tara Kavadias  for preparing a fun filled 
back-to-school picnic that inclement 
weather prevented us from enjoying!; 
 
Pam Del Vecchio & Maria Grcic  for 
assembling our directory ï making play 
dates and confirmation of home work 
assignments possible!; and 
 

Susan Casell & Charise Geiling  for 
managing our #1 fundraiser, Sallie Fos-
ter. 
 
It is through your dedication, energy, 
enthusiasm and creativity that the 
Jones Lane community continues to 
thrive! With so many more exciting PTA 
programs ahead, we invite you all to get 
involved or stay involved in support of 
our fabulous children. 
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Our first graders have done a wonderful 
job of adjusting to being in school this 
year! They are working hard to follow 
classroom rules and routines and have 
embraced the school-wide PBIS pro-
gram. The students really enjoy earning 
ñPaw Ticketsò and the ñGolden Pawò at 
lunchtime! 
 
In Language Arts, we are working on 
the grade one foundational skills that 
are needed for reading and writing suc-
cess. One of these skills include devel-
oping oral language; we retell important 
details in a story and learn to express 
our ideas. In addition, we are learning 
phonemic awareness skills such as 
identifying and producing rhyming 
words and blending sounds together to 
make words. Learning how to read and 
write high frequency (word wall) words 
is also an important foundational skill.   
 
The students are taught reading 
through small group instruction that 

meets the individual reading needs of 
each student. We are reading for liter-
ary experience which involves reading 
stories and poems. We are learning 
comprehension strategies that good 
readers use ñBefore Readingò, ñDuring 
Readingò, and ñAfter Readingò. Reading 
to be Informed is another instructional 
focus for the first term. We are reading 
informational texts, articles and identify-
ing text features. These text features 
help us to better understand the text. 
 
In Writerôs Workshop, the students are 
learning that writing is a process of 
communicating meaning. It is thinking 
made visible! We are learning the 
stages of the writing process such as 
generating ideas, writing a rough draft, 
revising, editing, and publishing the 
piece. 
 
Unit one in math includes learning im-
portant math vocabulary as well as 
skills such as locating whole numbers 

on a number line and identifying a num-
ber that is one less, one more, or be-
tween two other numbers. The concept 
of addition and subtraction are modeled 
and we are finding sums and differ-
ences using different counting strate-
gies. First and second grade skills are 
taught, as appropriate. The basic math 
strategies are taught and then extended 
to challenge the children with high math 
ability. 
 
Our first science unit is Constructions.  
Students will learn about building sturdy 
constructions and will be encouraged to 
describe their observations and discov-
eries. In Social Studies, we are learning 
about rules and laws and why we have 
them. Important symbols and leaders of 
the United States are also discussed. 
 
As you can see, we are very busy in 
first grade! Thank you for your support 
as we continue to navigate our way 
through the first grade curriculum! 

1st Grade  

Kindergarten  
Itôs hard to believe we are in the month 
of October already! The kindergarten 
students are settling into the routines of 
school and the classroom. This will be a 
dynamic year of growth and learning. It 
is a year filled with fun, adventure, and 
challenges. Your child may come home 
exhausted from all that thinking. There 
is much to learn and we work hard to 
make every minute count! 
 
Now that reading assessments are 
complete, we now have hard data re-
garding the reading abilities/needs of 
our students. From this data, students 
will be placed in small groups to learn 
and develop specific reading skills.  
While teachers are working with reading 
groups, the other students will be rotat-
ing through literacy centers. Activities at 
these centers are designed for practice 
and reinforcement of literacy skills.  
Students may work independently or in 
small groups, during center time. 
 
During the first quarter, we will continue 
to work on pointing to each word as we 
read familiar books, focusing on high 

frequency words in poems and books, 
discussing when we use a period, and 
practicing other concepts of print. We 
will explore letters and the sounds they 
make in the beginning, middle, and end 
of words. In addition, we will focus on 
the difference between letters and 
words. As we read, we will make predic-
tions about what we think will happen in 
stories and then go back and confirm if 
we were right. When reading a book at 
home with your child; some important 
discussions might include the charac-
ters in the story, the setting, and retell-
ing what happened in the beginning, 
middle, and end of a story. 
 
Kindergarten students are also learning 
a lot about writing! We have begun to 
do some independent writing using 
words we know, letter sounds, and pic-
tures. We are focusing on beginning 
sentences with an uppercase letter and 
writing with lowercase letters, using 
spaces between words, and ending with 
a period. Most importantly, we are re-
reading what we have written! Writing 
journals do not come home with stu-

dents but will be shared with you at 
parent conferences. Other writing activi-
ties will come home as they are com-
pleted or may be sent for homework. 
 
In math, itôs Data! Data! Data! The stu-
dents are working on collecting, inter-
preting, analyzing and generating ques-
tions through data we collect as a 
group. The students organize and dis-
play the data using tallies, bar graphs, 
pictographs, and Venn diagrams. Data 
is collected daily with our lunch counts 
and question of the day, and will con-
tinue throughout the year. Other math 
objectives this quarter include: identify-
ing, copying, extending, and construct-
ing simple patterns using concrete ob-
jects; sorting by a given attribute (color, 
size, and shape) and describing like-
ness; learning and using the sorting 
rule; and identifying positional words 
(top, middle, bottom, above, below, 
between, left and right). 
 
WOW!  A lot is going on in kindergarten!  
We are looking forward to a wonderful 
year! 
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2nd Grade  

3rd Grade  

The Second Grade Team is extremely 
excited to begin the 2008-2009 school 
year!  We have enjoyed getting to 
know our new students. Back-to-
School Night has come and gone 
quickly, but we hope you were able to 
join us to learn about each unique 
classroom. Each month in the PTA 
Newsletter, we will be discussing differ-
ent topics to better inform you about 
second grade.   
 
There is a great deal to cover in sec-
ond grade. Each day the students be-
gin with an Early Bird. This is an activ-
ity that complements the units of study 
we are doing throughout each of the 
subjects. We have begun Reading 
Initiative. The children are actively 
reading and writing for 2 hours and 20 
minutes each day. Mrs. Terrell works 
with second graders from each class 
as a reading initiative teacher. We 
have a 60 minute block for math daily. 
Our students eat lunch at 11:45 a.m., 

so donôt forget to pack your child a 
healthy snack each day! The rest of 
the day is packed with D.E.A.R. time, 
specials, science, and social studies.   
 
Your children are responsible for two 
folders this year. The red Homework 
Folder  is used Monday-Thursday.  The 
children are expected to write down 
their daily assignments on the assign-
ment sheet (which always stays in 
the folder ).  Please assist your child 
by reviewing the homework and check-
ing to make sure it is completed each 
night.  Except on rare occasions, spell-
ing and math homework is assigned 
every night. In addition, all students are 
expected to read at least 15 minutes 
each night and complete a writing as-
signment in their Home Journal.  
Please ask your childôs teacher if you 
need appropriate books for reading.  
On Friday, students will be bringing 
home a blue Friday Folder . This in-
cludes all corrected assignments.  

Please spend time looking over the 
work with your child. At times there 
may be work in this folder that needs to 
be completed or fixed by the student.  
The children should return the folder 
on Monday with parent initials on the 
attached parent/teacher communica-
tion sheet (Friday Slip) and return any 
corrected pieces of work (if needed).  
Please keep all other papers at home.   
  
We look forward to an exciting year.  
Thank you for all of your support at 
home!   
 
 

We enjoyed meeting many parents at 
Back-to-School Night. After establish-
ing classroom procedures, viewing 
assessments, and completing assign-
ments designed to help us understand 
the individual needs of students; the 
third grade team is meeting with flexi-
ble math and reading groups based on 
the data we have collected. 
 

Some of the math skills 
we will introduce this 
quarter include place 
value, addition and 
subtraction, and data 
analysis. We continue 
to emphasize the im-
portance of memorizing 
basic addition and sub-

traction facts so that students can ap-
ply them in problem solving and com-
putation with greater ease. Please con-

tinue to practice basic addition and 
subtraction facts at home with your 
child. The Data Analysis unit includes 
concepts using patterns, organizing 
and displaying data using tables, picto-
graphs, and bar graphs. Math home-
work is assigned on a regular basis to 
reinforce these concepts. 
 
During the first quarter, the children are 
reading to be informed and reading for 
literary experience. The children are 
learning to make connections with their 
own lives and the world in an effort to 
more fully comprehend what they read. 
Various texts are read to the students 
to support our reading curriculum. 
They are also writing for personal ex-
pression. Learning about sounds and 
patterns in writing is important, and we 
have started using sound explorations 
as part of our spelling curriculum.  

 
We are studying Economics and Geog-
raphy in social studies. The children 
are becoming familiar with natural, 
capital, and human resources. Exposi-
tory reading and writing are an impor-
tant part of this unit. Students are also 
learning about the elements of a map 
and how to interpret a map by using 
the key, compass rose, and map scale. 
 
Each class is becoming familiar with 
fingerprints and chromatography as we 
use the scientific process to solve mys-
teries in the Crime Lab unit.  
 
We have experienced a positive begin-
ning, and we are looking forward to a 
wonderful year as we work together for 
the success of every student. 
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Reading:  Fifth graders are continuing 
our genre study of historical fiction.  
Students have also begun meeting with 
their book clubs to discuss literature.  
Another focus for October is reading a 
variety of informational texts. Please 
encourage your child to read 30 min-
utes every night and record the reading 
in the daily THR log.  Please sign these 
and remind your child to return them 
every Friday.  In addition, you can help 
your child by reviewing the ñWord a 
Dayò vocabulary with him/her on a 
regular basis.   
 
Spelling/Word Study: Students have 
recently completed their study of Greek 
roots. We are now exploring English 
words that contain Latin roots. Students 
have shown great enthusiasm as they 
have been finding many of the studied 
roots in their reading.   
 
Writing:  Students continue to write for 
personal expression in their writerôs 
notebooks. As they choose a piece to 
publish, they will be learning craft tech-
niques and revision strategies. You can 
help your child by encouraging him/her 
to write in his/her writerôs notebook a 
couple times a week at home.   

Fifth Grade Math:  Math 5 is concluding 
Unit 1 on number theory and mathe-
matical relationships and will begin Unit 
2 by the second half of October. In this 
unit, students will analyze the charac-
teristics of geometric shapes. They will 
also examine properties of plane and 
three-dimensional figures. Students will 
use tools, such as protractors and com-
passes to draw and measure geometric 
figures. Please remind your child to 
practice his/her basic facts on a regular 
basis.     
 
Math A:  Math A concluded Unit 1 and 
completed the first assessment. Stu-
dents have begun Unit 2, which fo-
cuses on decimal and fraction applica-
tions and connections. In addition to 
your childôs homework, please encour-
age him/her to practice his/her basic 
facts on a daily basis at home.   
 
Math B:  Math B concluded Unit 1 and 
is working on Unit 2.  Unit 2 consists of 
adding, subtracting, multiplying, and 
dividing integers. Students will also 
work with solving one step and two step 
equations involving variables.  They will 
also solve problems involving expo-
nents. The 2nd Unit test will be right 

before winter break. 
 
Science/Social Studies:  Students have 
completed their first science unit on 
force and motion. They had many excit-
ing opportunities to experiment with 
objects to observe motion, gravity, fric-
tion, and other physical properties.  
Students have begun the first unit in 
Social Studies, where they are learning 
about the events leading up to the 
Revolution.   
 
Other:  Please review your childôs Fri-
day folder each week. If missing or 
incomplete work is listed, please have 
your child complete the work before the 
Thursday following the Friday folder, as 
missing work will seriously impact stu-
dentsô grades.   
 
Soon, you will be receiving notification 
about the parent-teacher conference 
date and time you signed up for at Back
- to- School Night. If you were unable to 
attend, or you didnôt sign up that eve-
ning, your childôs teacher will be notify-
ing you about available dates and 
times.          

5th Grade  

4th Grade  
The fourth graders are off to a fabulous 
start. Most of them are focused and 
well prepared for all the work we have 
asked of them already.  
 
In math, we are finishing Unit 1. We 
have covered numeration, place value, 
and data analysis thus far. Fourth grad-
ers are expected to be able to read and 
interpret graphs, and to create data 
displays such as graphs and line plots.  
The last part of Unit 1 is geometry. 
 
We are all very excited about our sci-
ence unit on ecosystems. Thank you 
for sending in all the two litre bottles.  
We used these to create ecocolumns 
which are terraria and aquaria con-
nected.  In this way we can observe the 
interaction of land and water environ-
ments. The arrival of guppies, snails, 
crickets, and isopods was anxiously 

anticipated by every fourth grader! 
 
In social studies we have begun with 
our unit on government. We have 
learned about the roles of the three 
branches of government; the legisla-
tive, executive, and judicial branches.  
We have discussed the rights and re-
sponsibilities of citizens of the United 
States.  Fourth graders got to hear from 
a private citizen of Montgomery County 
(by videotape) about how she and oth-
ers, including the local and state gov-
ernment, solved a problem. Ask a 
fourth grader to tell you about Hadleyôs 
Park. Of course, we are talking about 
the upcoming election as well. 
 
We are in the process of implementing 
our 4th grade reading/language arts 
curriculum in our reading classes. The 
first genre unit is on fables and fanta-

sies. You should have received a note 
informing you about your childôs read-
ing teacher. Fourth graders should 
know how to pick a ñjust rightò book for 
independent reading. They have 
learned how to write a good book rec-
ommendation and reading response.  
Have them share the criteria with you.  
 
It was great to see so many of our par-
ents at Back- to-School Night. The em-
phasis you all put on education has 
great benefits for our students. We are 
looking forward to meeting with you 
during conferences scheduled for Tues-
day afternoon, November 11 and 
Wednesday afternoon, November 12.  
Please contact your childôs teacher to 
schedule your conference if you have 
not already done so. Here's to another 
exciting and wonderful year at Jones 
Lane! 
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Welcome back to school! It has been 
wonderful seeing all of the childrenôs 
faces back in the building. Everyone is 
working hard and Iôm sure it is going to 
be another exciting year! 
 
As we discussed during Back-To-School 
Night, Jones Lane ES is implementing 
PBIS (Positive Behavior Intervention and 
Supports). This has already been em-
braced by the staff and students. It is 
exciting to see the way our students are 
working so hard at making good choices!  
If you have suggestions, feedback, or 
questions, please e-mail me! 
 
I will meet with all classrooms on a 4 
week rotation this year. I have already 

met with most classrooms twice; first to 
introduce myself and explain the role of 
the counselor, and then to discuss what 
responsibility means to our students 
(following rules, being a good listener, 
doing homework, etc.). During the next 4 
weeks, I will work with students on mak-
ing healthy and safe choices for their 
bodies and staying drug-free. 
 
October 27th through 31st is Red Ribbon 
Week.  During this week, we will have a 
school-wide focus on drug use preven-
tion. Look for upcoming information on 
different dress-up/spirit days, as well as 
questions you can discuss at home.  
Remember, the best prevention starts 
early and often! 

Lastly, JLES will again be participating 
the Help the Homeless Walk-a-thon dur-
ing the Halloween parade. Please look 
for the permission slip to come home 
with your child. Last year, we raised over 
$3000 for The Dwelling Placeða shelter 
for women. With increasing economic 
strains, our support is all the more nec-
essary! 
 
If you have any questions or concerns 
about your child, please call me at (301) 
840-8160.  I look forward to a wonderful 
year! 

Counselorõs Corner ð Ms. Jen Ehlers 

Parent Resource Books  
 
If you find your child needs a little extra help with math or writing, there are resource books available that may 
help.  They are all published by Great Source, an educational division of Houghton-Mifflin.  These resource books will 
make it easier to help your child with his/her assignments.   
 

Math Resource Books:  

Math to Know - recommended for Grades 3-4 

Math at Hand  - recommended for Grades 5-6 

Math on Call - recommended for Grades 6-8 

 

Writing Resource Books:  

 Write Away - recommended for Grade 2  

 Write on Track - recommended for Grade 3   

 Writer's Express - recommended for Grade 4-5 

 Write Source 2000 - recommended for Grade 6-8 

 

The Media Center has several copies of these books available for check out. You can review these books at PTA 
meetings also. If you wish to purchase any books, you can find them at Amazon.com, local bookstores, or order them 
through the PTA by contacting Nan Ropelewski at nanrope5@hotmail.com or 301-869-0421.  Most of the books cost 
about $20 each. 
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Art ð Mrs. Wolf   

Welcome back to a new year of learn-
ing and creating in the ART ROOM! 
 
Students in Kindergarten have com-
pleted a self -portrait  drawing, explored 
the purple universe with Harold & the 
purple crayon, heard Leo Lionniôs Story 
of blue & yellow, mixed tempera  pain t 
& painted an ocean, created duck col-
lages , and are starting to use clay  to 
make pinch &  elbow pots . 
 
First grade students started the school 
year with a spaghetti- eating self-
portrait drawing. They have learned 
about color mixing  with the story of 
Mouse Paint, and creating secondary 
colors from primary colors using the 
color wheel. Currently, they are using 
the mixed colors to create a collage 
mask , and next will be moving into a 
lesson with shape & line  observing the 
paintings of Wassily Kandinsky.   
 
Second grade students also created 

self -portrait  drawings with spaghetti, 
reviewed color mixing and learned 
about the animal artist John Nieto.  
They used a new medium, water-
soluble oil pastels to create bright, 
smooth painterly effects with color.  
They will be learning about contour 
drawing, and Kandinskyôs geometric 
shapes and lines  in future lessons. 
 
Third grade students have read the 
story of the young Flat Stanley in their 
homerooms. They created self-portrait 
drawings on tag board and cut out 
shapes for their hands & arms to dis-
play in their classrooms for Back to 
School night. Next, they used figure 
patterns for a watercolor /oil pastel re-
sist lesson on using pattern  and visual 
texture . Students have been learning 
about wire sculptor Alexander Calder, 
working on wire ñFlat Stanleyò figure 
sculptures  and finally, a rolled clay 
slab  ñStanleyò three-dimensional sculp-
ture.   

 
Fourth grade students began the school 
year with a colorful Fauve -style self-
portrait with glue lines and water-
soluble oil pastels. Next, they used wa-
tercolor paper and masking tape to 
mark off shapes for a white birch tree 
lesson using wet-on-wet watercolor, a 
choice of cool or  warm colors  and 
visual texture . Future lessons will in-
clude lessons on primary, secondary 
and intermediate colors, shape and line. 
 
Fifth grade students practiced contour 
drawing , and blind contour drawing  
in September. They then used wire to 
create a self-portrait. Students also 
observed John Nietoôs animal portraits 
and used water-soluble oil pastels to 
create their own colorful creature, then 
used the media to create monoprints.    
Future lessons will include lessons with 
primary, secondary and intermediate 
color -mixing  to create color wheels, 
and Kandinskyôs paintings. 

Music ð Mrs. Julie Wright 

I am so pleased to be a part of the 
Jones Lane Community this year as the 
new music teacher. I love to sing, and it 
is my desire to help each child find his/
her voice and develop a love and ap-
preciation for the way music brings joy 
into our lives. I hope my students are 
singing for you at home! 
 
Kindergarten is off to a good start, 
learning singing games and songs with 
movement, such as ñTeddy Bearò and 
ñLittle Blue Truck.ò  They are learning to 
use their voices in a variety of ways, 
and matching motion with the music.  
They are also learning how to use the 
classroom rhythm instruments and play-
ing the steady beat.  
 
First grade is focusing on using the 
voice to sing high, medium and low 
sounds, and singing many new songs. 
They are learning to classify the class-
room rhythm instruments as wood, 
metal, rattle, or membrane, and playing 
the steady beat.  They are also discuss-
ing how we use music at home, at 

school, and in the community. 
 
Second grade is learning to match pitch 
as they sing, and to demonstrate good 
posture and breath support. They are 
beginning to read and play simple 
rhythm patterns with the classroom 
instruments. Second grade has also 
had an introduction to the families of the 
orchestra; strings, woodwind, brass, 
and percussion. This will serve them 
well as they go on a special field trip on 
November 19 to see the National Phil-
harmonic Orchestra play at the Strath-
more Concert Hall. Please look for 
more information to come from your 
classroom teachers about that field trip. 
 
Third grade has already had many sing-
ing experiences, including call and re-
sponse songs and rounds. They are 
using classroom instruments as they 
read and play rhythmic and melodic 
patterns. They are becoming more fa-
miliar with the families of the orchestra, 
and learning the names of the orches-
tral instruments. Fourth grade and fifth 

grade are reviewing music reading skills 
and using those skills as they learn new 
songs. They are learning the names of 
all the instruments of the orchestra, 
classifying them by family, and identify-
ing them by sound. They are also dis-
cussing emotions and feelings that are 
expressed by many orchestral pieces. 
 
Chorus students are beginning to learn 
songs for the winter concert.  ñWe Be-
lieve in Musicò is already a favorite!  
Fourth Grade Chorus meets on 
Wednesday, and Fifth Grade Chorus 
meets on Thursday, and they will com-
bine efforts for the winter concert on 
Thursday, December 18. They are 
bringing home a chorus letter this week, 
with important information about con-
cert dates, concert attire, and rehearsal 
expectations. Please take the time to 
review the information with your stu-
dent, and sign and send back the per-
mission slip. 
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Physical Education - Ms. Darlene Botsford  

Physical Education is off and running 
with a new school year. First, I would 
like to thank all the boys and girls for 
remembering to wear their sneakers to 
PE, as well as the parents and teach-
ers for their constant reminders. Your 
childôs safety is a high priority and 
wearing the correct type of shoes will 
certainly help. Second, I want to all our 
parents for taking the time to help your 
children stay fit. Anything you can do 
as a family that will increase fitness will 
not only benefit your children, but you 
as well. You are the most important 
person in your childôs life; therefore, 
you make the best role model. Thank 
you to all the families who participated 
in the Annual Walk- to- School Day 
which was held on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 8. 

A major objective being taught this 
marking period to all grade levels is 
ñLearning how exercise affects our bod-
ies.ò Activities such as finding our pulse 
(grades K-2) to measuring and calculat-
ing heart rate (grade 3-5) are some of 
the ways to demonstrate this concept. 
Students in grades K ï 2 are learning 
and practicing the 8 locomotor skills          
(skip, hop, jump, gallop, leap, slide, 
run, walk) while changing directions, 
levels and pathways. They are also 
learning about spatial awareness by 
traveling and working in their own self 
space without falling down or bumping 
into others. Students in grades 3 ï 5 
are getting their bodies ready for the 
Presidentôs Challenge fitness test. Look 
for homework sheets to come home. 
These students are also learning and 

practicing ball skills with the hands and 
feet as follows: 
 
Grade 3:  concept of dribbling             
Grade 4:  concept of passing 
Grade 5:  concept of shooting 
 
Upcoming events:  
 
The annual Darcars Young Run will be 
held on Sunday, October 19. Informa-
tional flyers went home to the youngest 
in the family. Please see me (if you 
need additional information. 
 
Please contact me at the school if you 
have any questions or concerns and 
thank you for your continued support of 
the PE program. 

 

When Fire Strikes:  
Get Out!  Stay Out!  
                  
Key Safety Tips  
 
What will you do if fire should unfortu-
nately strike your home? Here are 
some safety steps that could save your 
and your family:    
 
Everybody Out!  

Make a family home fire escape 

plan. 

Choose the safest escape route. 

Practice crawling on hands and 
knees. (It may be necessary to 
crawl under smoke, putting your 

head in a "safety zone" of clean air 
about knee high.) 

Plan to assist a family member 

who needs help; for example, an 
infant or a grandparent. 

Close the door behind you. 

Pick an outside meeting place 

where everyone can meet. 

Get outside, then call for help. 

 
Sound the Alarm  

Be sure there is a smoke alarm on 

every level in the house. 

Smoke alarm batteries should be 

replaced every 10 months. 

Everyone in the house should 

know the smoke alarm sound. 

When the alarm sounds, get out. 

 
Keep Fires From Starting  

Keep matches out of reach of kids. 

Make the area around the stove a 

"kid-free-zone" with no kids or pets 
within three feet of the stove. 

Turn off portable space heaters 

when leaving the room. 
 

For more safety tips, you can 
visit the following sites: Go to 
w w w . s p a r k y . o r g , 
www.firepreventionweek.org, 
and www.nfpa.org. 

 

Health Room  - Ms. Maryam Barati 

A Great Turnout for  
Walk- to -School Day!! 


