Jones Lane Elementary School PTA

Committee Training/Core Vote Minutes – September 3, 2008
Submitted by Nan Ropelewski, JLES PTA Secretary

Call to Order

· PTA President Becky Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:05 P.M.
· Welcomed everyone and noted there was a quorum.
· Reminded all to check mailboxes/hanging folders.
· PTA Objectives will be discussed in October once we have finalized our budget.

Officer Reports

Minutes – Nan Ropelewski, Secretary

· Everyone was reminded to sign in.  
· Reading of the June Minutes was waived due to PTA vote.
New Business
· Legacy Brick Program is an idea for a new fundraiser.  The idea is for families to buy a brick that will be used to pave the courtyard.  The bricks can be engraved to honor a family member, or teacher or other staff member at the school.  The costs of the brick, engraving, installation would all be covered by the donation, so it would pay for itself.  It does need a budget line item.  If approved we will need a committee, but Kelly Grossberg has agreed to chair the committee.  A motion was made, seconded and the PTA passed a vote to add this program to our committee roster and as a budget line item.
· Hispanic Family Outreach is an idea for fostering a stronger school community.  This committee would identify if there are things that can be done to better include our Spanish-speaking families.  If approved, Chilo Bonilla has agreed to chair this committee.  A motion was made, seconded and the PTA passed a vote to add this program.
· Skate Night has been a PTA sponsored activity for awhile, but there have been injuries and would like to remove it from the calendar.  We have a fuller schedule now that International Night and Math Night have been added.  People can still go skating, they don’t need the PTA to organize it.  A motion was made, seconded and the PTA passed a vote to remove Skate Night from the calendar and budget.

· Members received the Executive Board ballot and voted to elect representatives from each program category of the PTA.  Results were announced at the end of the meeting.
Committee Training
Treasurer – Dee Tomasetti
· Audit of previous year’s books was completed by Debbie Pizza and everything is in order.
· Please review the preliminary budget.  Any questions or concerns, see Dee before the next meeting where it will be voted on.
· Disbursement Requests: if you need a check to reimburse you for expenses, or to pay a vendor, please plan ahead and try to avoid last minute rushes.  If you give the request to Dee on Thursday, she will get a check to you on the following Tuesday.
First Vice President – Val Fuster
· Thanked the volunteers who have already helped this year:

· Susan Muma and Susanna Olen – Summer jobs

· Kristin Paolini and Diane Schmid – Staff Appreciation
· Jane Webster – Membership

· Tara Kavadias – Welcome Back Picnic which was rained out, but a lot of work was done in planning

· Reviewed the Top Ten Rules listed in the Committee Handbook that was mailed to all Chairs over the summer.
· Flyers do need to be approved by the PTA President and school Principal.  If time is tight, you can send to both at the same time.  Yahoo group emails just need to be sent to Becky and she will forward them after reviewing. 

· For those who are new to a Committee, contact the previous chairperson to obtain information.  Also, Dee often has records of what was purchased and the quantity, if you need that.
· There are several Committee Vacancies, some of which don’t require any work until next year.  Please let us know if you are interested in chairing any of these committees:
· Summer Jobs

· Chess Club

· Community Service

· Fox Chapel Liaison

· MCCPTA Delegate (1)

· NAACP Representative

· QO Liaison

· Reflections

· Welcome

· Kindergarten Orientation (1)

Second Vice President – DJ McKenna
· Be sure to sign in on the computer in the Main Office when you arrive, and sign out when you leave.  Click on “Volunteer” if you will be helping the school in any way.  Click “Visitor” if you are just observing or picking up your child.
· Volunteer Training will be held September 17 from 9:30-11am in the All Purpose Room.  Come to learn about the copier, laminator and die cuts.

· Please sign up to bring snacks to future PTA meetings.

Newsletter – Becky Loftus

· The newsletter is published on the 15th of every month.  The deadline for articles to be submitted is the first Wednesday of every month, this is the day after the PTA meeting so information from the meeting can be included.  There is a sample newsletter at the front of the room if you want ideas.
Parlimentarian 
· Becky reviewed a handout from Roberts Rules discussing how to make a motion.
Committee Reports

· Community Night out will be held at Fuddruckers on September 17th.

· Sally Foster packets were sent home on the first day of school.  Any questions please contact Susan Cassell.  She will make a presentation at Back to School Night.

Unfinished Business
· Results of the committee vote were:
· School Community – Chilo Bonilla

· Cultural – Jamie Gniadek
· Educational – Theresa McKnight
· Fundraising – Charlotte Sauder
· Recreation/Family – Susan Levy 
New Business

· If you are bringing snacks for the PTA meeting, you can bring cheese and crackers, or sweets.  Don’t have to go overboard on quantity.  We do have cups in the PTA closet.

· The QO Liaison chair just communicates the high school activities (Homecoming, or special events) and can submit information to the newsletter.

Announcement
· Meeting was adjourned at 7:58pm.  The next PTA meeting will take place on October 7th at 7:00p.m.
