Jones Lane Elementary School PTA
General Meeting Minutes – November 7, 2007
Submitted by Nan Ropelewski, JLES PTA Secretary

Call to Order

· PTA President Princina Drazan called meeting to order at 7:05 P.M.
· Welcomed everyone, noted there was a quorum.
Officer Reports 
Secretary’s Report – Nan Ropelewski

· Reminded everyone to sign in.
· Reading of the October Minutes was waived due to PTA vote.

Treasurer’s Report – Dee Tomasetti

· Reminded everyone that Disbursement forms are on the web site, and if there are any questions about anything, please call her..
Second Vice President’s Report – Michelle Cornblatt
· Passed around a snack signup sheet for future meetings.

· Reminded all volunteers to please sign out on the computer in the Main Office when they leave.

First Vice-President’s Report - Martha Segreti
· Thanked all volunteers for their efforts.
· Sally Foster made $17,121 from catalog and internet orders.  Pick up orders during conferences, volunteers needed to help with distribution.

· Community Service – Coat and mitten drive is coming up

· Community Night Out at Fuddruckers raised $277, tomorrow is one at Baja Fresh.

· DI – good response, several teams.  March 8 will be Regional Tournament.  Week before student and family performances will be held at JLES.  Need Appraisers, one for each of our teams at the Tournament.

· Book Fair – lots of great books!  Goes through Monday.

· Skate Day was successful, Susan Levy will coordinate next year.

· Reflections – still taking submissions, will be presented at Dec meeting.

· Bingo and International Night are coming up!

· November 28, a parent program at 7:30 at JLES: Internet Safety and Cyber-bullying.

· Drama Club starts November 28, still openings for 3-5th grade.

Special Speakers
Dr. LaVerne Kimball, Community Superintendent and Lorene Mayes-Winslow, Special Ed Supervisor.  
· Dr. Kimball’s opening remarks: CIP is the Superintendent’s recommendations for 2009-2014.  Recommendations are fiscally responsible: consistent with enrollment trends, following Board’s guidelines on safety and security enhancements.  This plan doesn’t require new construction.
· The following questions were raised by the community::

· How big is the Learning Center program, and how will it be absorbed here?  Answer: it is 4 classrooms.  RCES enrollment anticipated to decline, so 4 classrooms will be enough to alleviate their overcrowding situation.  It will start in school year 2010-2011.  Since MCPS is phasing out the LAD program at JLES, that will free up 3 classrooms, and they would add a portable.
· Other schools in quad cluster are under capacity, so why bring the ELC here?  Answer: there are Special Ed programs in every school.  Resource Programs are in all schools.  This is for kids who require 15 hours of Special Ed services.  Next is LAD, 2 programs, here and McCauliffe.  Nearby kids come to JLES.  They want kids to be around their peers at their home school.  Different schools have different programs, for example TMES has PEP.  The ELC serves children with mild to moderate disabilities.   They may have multiple disabilities.
· The speakers noted that today the ELC has 21 students in it.  Only those currently in K-2 would come here, and be in grades 3-5.  ELC students will be mainstreamed.  It’s the same process as with LAD.  The Special Ed Assistant goes into the classroom to help.  The ratio is9 kids to 2 adults, lower ratio than the LAD program.
· A parent noted that currently with LAD mainstreaming, some classrooms have 31 kids with 2 adults and it’s hard for kids to learn in a crowded environment.  We are just concerned about the lack of space here.  Apparently JLES has the smallest number of square feet per student.  Also, concern if there are children with physical disabilities requiring wheelchairs/walkers, will there be enough room in the hallways, bathrooms, etc.  Their answer: MCPS understands our issues.  There is staff at Facilities who look at the building plans to make assessments.  Felt only one portable would be needed.  They can look at floor plan to see what suggestions can be made.
Cluster Representative and Coordinator – Wendy Putnam and Paul Morrison
· The CIP made changes to Ridgeview’s construction plans too.  Virtually all improvements to HVAC and internal physical systems are gone.  They will redo the bus circle, a parent drop-off loop and move the administrative offices to the front.  Please attend the Board of Ed meeting next week to voice your opinion.  November 14, 7-8 pm, at the Carver Center off Rt. 355.
Special Speakers
Bruce Crispell, Director of Long Range Planning.  

· Our LAD program will have all the kids go to the "home school model" and this will free up 3 classrooms. We need approximately 4 classrooms for the incoming program.
· There is concern about the size of our school - that every Jones Lane student has less physical space than kids in other schools. Mr. Crispell dismissed this information saying that it is false. He said that he can check it out but that Jones Lane is a fairly new school and that it is up to all the county standards.
· It was brought up that Fields Road has excess space and that they have no special ed programs.  Mr. Crispell said they are getting an autism program. 

· The idea of the children going to Poolesville was brought up.  This idea was strongly opposed by parents who said that would take their children an hour to go each way to school. Mr. Crispell said JLES was chosen geographically.
· Some parents of JLES students also have children in this program, and they are in favor of the program coming since their kids could be together at one school. 

· Jones Lane will be over capacity by 66 students so why us?  Mr. Crispell said that 2 portables really isn't a lot for our district. 

· It was asked what special education programs will be at Rachel Carson and the answer was that they will have a LAD program. 

· It was asked if it is a problem to get the money for another portable if we need one.  They said there is money in the county tagged for portables so that is not a problem.. 

Announcements
· Meeting was adjourned at 9:00pm.The next PTA meeting will take place on December 4, 2007 at 7:00p.m.
