Jones Lane Elementary School PTA
General Meeting Minutes – March 3, 2009
Submitted by Nan Ropelewski, JLES PTA Secretary

Call to Order

· PTA President Becky Wolfe called meeting to order at 7:11 P.M.
· Welcomed everyone, noted there was a quorum.
Officer Reports 
Secretary – Nan Ropelewski 
· Everyone was reminded to sign in.
· Reading of February minutes was waived due to PTA vote.

Principal’s Report
Carole Sample, JLES Principal
· Mrs. Sample gave her time to Mrs. Tsai to demonstrate the new Promethean Board that was recently installed in the Media Center.

· Mrs. Tsai showed us two sample presentations on the new Board, and showed how it is interactive in several ways.  A teacher creates a “flip chart” which is similar to a PowerPoint presentation.  One example showed K vocabulary words, and a student could come up to the board and drag the name of an animal over to that animal.  Another example is that students can each hold a voting “egg” and after the teacher asks a question, they press a button for their answer and the teacher can see immediately who’s answers are right and wrong.  Also there is an interactive clipboard with a pen for giving commands to the Board.  

· She mentioned the teachers are very excited about the technology, and that the school now has 3 Promethean Boards: in the Computer Lab, in the Media Center and in Ms. Mataac’s 5th grade classroom.

Officer Reports

President’s Report- Becky Wolfe, President
· We have received another Parent Involvement School of Excellence award.  The outdoor sign needs to be updated with new dates now!
· The Nominating Committee still needs volunteers.  This committee of three nominates people to fill the PTA Board positions for next year.  Please let Becky know if you are interested in being on it.

· The By-Laws Report also needs volunteers to review the PTA bylaws.  Camille Law agreed to sit on this committee.

Treasurer’s Report –Dee Tomasetti

· Budget reports are on the back table.  Make sure any completed disbursement forms with receipts are sent to her.
Second Vice-President’s Report –DJ McKenna
· Thanked babysitters and all parents who will provide snacks for the children during MSA testing (March 16 - 25). 

· Volunteer of the Year nominations will be accepted soon.  Forms to nominate someone will be coming home in the backpacks soon.  You can also send DJ an email with your nomination. 

· DJ ran several volunteer reports off the data collected by the sign-in laptop.  We had 347 volunteer hours in January, and 567 for February.  The Valentine’s parties really boost the volunteer numbers!  So far, we have 2907 hours for the year!  Please remember to sign in as “Volunteer” and not “Visitor” if you are helping at the school.
· There will be three openings on the Board for next year – Treasurer, Secretary and First Vice President all need to be filled.  Both Becky and DJ are willing to run again for their Board positions.
First Vice-President’s Report –Val Fuster
· DI – tournament is this weekend at Clarksburg HS.
· Math Night is scheduled for April 21.
· Community Night Out is March 11 at Potomac Pizza.

· Silent Auction and Jag Fest will be May 18.  We need volunteers for both, and donations are welcome.  Season tickets are fantastic, and if you have a business that can donate goods or services, we need you!

· Read-Aloud/Book fair will be May 27.  Read Aloud will be done by grade level, the teachers pick books.  The book fair portion will be at Barnes and Noble the same night as the Poetry reading with Mrs. Tehrani’s Poetry Club.

· International Night is April 2.  We still need some more countries to be represented.
Special Presentation

· Dr. Carol Levine, principal of Ridgeview Middle School, gave a presentation on the transition to Middle School for the parents of 5th graders.

New Business
· No PTA meeting in April – enjoy Spring Break!
Announcements
· Meeting was adjourned at 8:25 pm.  The next PTA meeting will take place on Tuesday, May 5, 2009 at 7:00p.m.
