Jones Lane Elementary School PTA
General Meeting Minutes – March 4, 2008
Submitted by Nan Ropelewski, JLES PTA Secretary

Call to Order

· PTA Vice President Martha Segreti called meeting to order at 7:10 p.m., noting that President Princina Drazan was ill and would not be attending. 
· Welcomed everyone, noted there was a quorum.  
Secretary’s Report
Nan Ropelewski

· Reminded everyone to sign in.
· Reading of the February Minutes was waived due to PTA vote.

Nominating Committee Report 
Mrs. Christy Jenkins

· The PTA passed a vote to create the Nominating Committee.  Their duty is to find a slate of candidates for next year’s PTA Board.  The Committee is:  Mrs. Christy Jenkins, Ms. Jennifer Barnes and Mrs. Michelle Cornblatt.
· Mrs. Jenkins presented the current slate: 
· PTA President – Becky Wolfe
· 1st Vice President – open, looking for someone to fill this
· 2nd Vice President – DJ McKenna (not finalized)
· Treasurer – Dee Tomasetti
· Secretary – Nan Ropelewski
Principal’s Report 
Mrs. Carole Sample

· We have been recognized by the state for our students’ MSA results.  She received a letter yesterday.  It shows we are doing great.  Testing is one way to ensure the students are learning.  We don’t want our students to get to high school or become adults without knowing how to read.
· Thanks to the PTA for our International Night partnership, and Read-A-Loud Day.  She heard many positive parent comments on our diversity.  They estimate 400-500 people were here.  There were some surprises in the entertainment.  Mrs. Sample will keep track of things next time.  There was some concern with the sword that was part of the sword dance.
· Staff is preparing for the MSA, the first test is right after Spring Break.  They will have an MSA rally to get the kids excited and let them know we support them.  One possible idea for the rally theme is High School Musical.  The classes do some mock tests, shorter than the real thing, but helps the kids know what’s coming.
· As the weather turns warmer, the kids start having “lovey dovey” conversations, mostly the 5th graders.  The staff welcomes parents’ help in encouraging them to stop, and tell them to wait until Middle School!
· Wishing everyone a safe Spring Break.
President’s Report 
Martha Segreti for Princina Drazan

· Parent Programs hasn’t really taken off as its own program.  Recommend removing it as a line item from the PTA Committee roster.  There would still be presentations, but they would be held as part of PTA meetings.  The president would be in charge of arranging future Parent Programs.  A motion was made, seconded, and the PTA voted to remove Parent Programs from the PTA Committee roster.
Treasurer’s Report
Dee Tomasetti

· A copy of the monthly budget update is in the back of the room.  
· Amendment to the budget: the PTA must vote on a change to the income/expenses associated with the Yearbook.  In the past, Blanton charged us $.40 per yearbook as a processing fee.  We now have a PTA member willing to do the processing (all checks will be made out to JLES PTA), so we can save the fee.  This means the income listed in the PTA budget must increase by $4800 and expenses also by $4800 to reflect the monies passing through.  A motion was made, seconded and the PTA voted to increase expenses and income by $4800 each.
Second Vice President’s Report 

Michelle Cornblatt

· Volunteer of the Month is a team this month – the International Night Committee of Brie McCabe, Wendy Putnam and Kate Steinwandel, for their outstanding job on organizing our very successful International Night.
· Please e-mail hours worked at home to Michelle.

· The Valentine’s Day parties went off great, thanks to those who helped.

First Vice President’s Report 

Martha Segreti
· Thanked all volunteers for their help.
· International Night was fun and interesting with many great booths full of information.
· Read-A-Loud was a big day that required lots of planning.  Martha’s kids raved about the people who came in to read to them.  Many thanks to Tracy Weinstein and Dixie Williams.

· Nominating Committee reminder -- send names to them if you know of anyone interested.

· Art-to-Remember will be tallying the orders on next Wednesday night, please contact Lori O’Keefe or Kate Steinwandel if you are able to help.
· Rock Hop – Becky Wolfe mentioned that they are selling advance tickets now.  It’s at Kingsview MS and the maximum ticket price is $15 per family.
· DI – Tracy Husted mentioned there are five JLES teams and two RVMS teams.  It will be a smaller event on Saturday than some other years.  There will be a showcase/warm up for the teams on Thursday night, parents can come and see what it’s all about.
· Community Night Out will have dinner at Five Guys in April.

· Thanks to Susan Victory for planning the Cyber Bullying presentation.
Special Presentation

· Officer Shelly Lipton presented Internet Safety and Cyber Bullying.
Unfinished Business

· None
Announcements
· Meeting was adjourned at 8:33 p.m.  The next PTA meeting will take place on May 6, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.
