Jones Lane Elementary School PTA

General Meeting Minutes – 3/1/05

Submitted by Robin Fine, JLES PTA Secretary

Call to Order

· PTA President Diane Schmid called meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.

· Diane noted a quorum and thanked all attendees for coming.

Officer Reports

Minutes – Robin Fine, Secretary
· Moved, seconded, and passed by unanimous vote to waive reading of the February meeting minutes.

Treasurer’s Report – Michelle Robinson, Treasurer

· See budget/treasurer’s report – over budget by $50.

· Noted that Chess Club has deposited all monies.

· Deposit coming from biodiversity/cultural arts function.

· Payment of rental for 5th grade farewell.

· All receipts paid from Bingo Night.

President’s Report – Diane Schmid, President

· Check calendar for new dates and changes.

· Are we interested in KidzSchool packs, which include school supplies so parents don’t have to purchase them.  Will not be a fundraiser but just a convenience for parents.  Opinions welcome – board will vote on issue later.

· Blanton student safety kits – includes photo I.D., DNA swab, dental records, I.D. card and fingerprints.  Also not a fundraiser.  Will be $9.95 per kit.  Blanton already has photos of all of our kids.  Opinions welcome – board will vote on issue later.

· School gift – we’ve received some good suggestions from Mrs. Levin and we are reviewing our options.  Opinions welcome – board will vote on issue later.

First Vice-President’s Report – Kristen Paolini, 1st VP

· Thanks to Mrs. Botsford for Jump Rope for Heart – raised $10,000 for American Red Cross, Valentine’s Day Party committees, Box Tops for Education committee, Art To Remember volunteers.  Remember to give back your magnets if you’re not purchasing them.

· Yearbook is going to press soon.  March 12 is deadline for ordering yours.  If you still have pictures to submit for yearbook, please contact Theresa Kaczmarek.

· Nomination time of year!  Please consider volunteering for a position on the board.

· Rock Hop is coming up – volunteers still needed.  Also approaching – Turn Off TV Week, Outdoor Classroom, and Jagfest.

· Game coordinator needed for Jagfest.

· Reflections – we had four of our students win at the county level and will move up to the state competition.  This is the first time the county is holding a ceremony for its winners.

Second Vice-President’s Report – Amy Mircoff, 2nd VP
· Thanks to the volunteers who brought snacks and drinks.

· Sending home copy of volunteer sign-up sheet with a note for volunteers to update their hours in case they’ve been forgetting when they volunteer.  Please send those back in your child’s backpack.  County is looking for a record of our volunteer hours.

· The Valentine’s Day parties were wonderful – thanks to all volunteers.

· Thanks to all of our volunteers – we couldn’t do it without you!

Standing Committee Reports

· NOMINATING COMMITTEE – Looking for three positions on the executive board – 1st VP, 2nd VP, and Secretary.  Diane and Michelle will be returning to their positions next year.  Princina Drazen has volunteered to take on the 1st VP position, but we’re still looking for volunteers for the 2nd VP and Secretary positions.  Call Becky Wolfe or Kerri Moyer for more details if you’re interested or would like to nominate someone.

· TEACHER GRANTS – Talking with submissions about their $300 budgets – many went over!  Will announce with teachers after we discuss with teachers.  Flyer will be sent out announcing grant recipients.

· CLUSTER – The county is getting the new QO2 school up and running.  Town meeting was held to discuss the overcrowding that will exist at that new school.  Student safety was addressed as well because students have been injured in crosswalks.  Weast is proposing new high school in Shady Grove metro area and will pull from crowded high schools in area.  They’re looking for three parents to sit on committee to work with MCPS to define what new school will be like; it may be interest-based.  Looking for new cluster representative.  It’s a very intense and time-consuming job.  Bob Onsi will stay on, but Pat Cochrane will be vacating her position since her last child at Jones Lane ES has already graduated.  If you have interest, please let us know.

· KINDERGARTEN ORIENTATION – Information on this coming out soon.

· SILENT AUCTION – Letters going out Friday or Monday about collecting items for gift baskets.  Accepting donations from families for things to raffle off.  Last year we made $8,500.  Companies are welcome to donate items as well.  If you want to help out, please call!

· JAGFEST – Still looking for activities coordinator.  If no one steps up, they will ask for volunteers from field day list.  Amy Mircoff suggested using the volunteer lists that were distributed at the beginning of the year.

· ROCK HOP – Flyer going out in backpacks tomorrow.  Tickets will not be available ahead of time.  Should save a lot of time waiting in line.  Ticket sellers will also be walking around room during event.  Menu will be the same as last year.  Still need lots of volunteers to help set up room – students too!

· PARENT PROGRAMS – Having a hard time securing speakers, but pressing on!

· BOX TOPS – Flyer going home in backpacks tomorrow about deadline.  Will have pizza party soon after.

Principal’s Announcements – Fran Levin

· Delighted to send kids to school after so many snow days!

· Lots of rescheduling going on for MSAs.  Flyers reflecting changes will be distributed to 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students.  Each testing room will have proctor.  Children are encouraged not to stress out, but to take their time and do their best.

· PTA survey results were tabulated.  Parents are asking for more science and social studies.  JLES is responding – more info to come soon.

· Lots of children out sick lately with viral issues.  Hopefully we’re over the worst of it!  Please inform us of your sick child’s diagnosis when they miss school.

· As part of Ridgeview MS matriculation, the 4th and 5th graders were entertained by the Ridgeview MS choral group and band.

· Young Authors Conference went well, and the anthologies are posted in the media center.  56 manuscripts were submitted.  None were selected to go on to next level, but we are proud of all of them.

· Safety – kids are still being dropped off in front of school on Jones Lane.  Safety Committee will be formed shortly.

· Saturday morning tutoring program has been a success – sponsored by the African American Parent Council.  Students are learning English and working on math concepts.  Please let us know if you’d like to help out.

· Mrs. Sherstad’s son is suffering from end-stage brain cancer.  She’s been missing a lot of class.  A letter went out to parents of all 3rd graders.  Please have a discussion about it with your children.

Old Business

· None.

New Business

· KIDS’ I.D. PROGRAM – Interest from parents?  Yes.

· KIDS’ SCHOOL PACKS – Interest from parents?  Yes.

Announcements

No meeting or newsletter in April.

Next meeting on May 3 at 7 p.m.

The meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m. by JLES President Diane Schmid.

