Jones Lane Elementary School PTA
General Meeting Minutes – February 5, 2008
Submitted by Nan Ropelewski, JLES PTA Secretary

Call to Order

· PTA President Princina Drazan called meeting to order at 7:05 P.M.
· Welcomed everyone, noted there was a quorum.  
Secretary’s Report
Nan Ropelewski

· Reminded everyone to sign in.
· Reading of the December Minutes was waived as per PTA members’vote.

Principal’s Report 
Mrs. Carole Sample

· Mr. Palmissano is attending a class on Tuesday nights, and that’s why he isn’t here.
· Thanks to all parents and PTA members for all you do.
· Study Island, part of the PTA Gift to the school, is software for grades 3-5.  The teachers and students love it,   It helps prepare the kids for the upcoming MSA tests.  It can be used at home from the JLES website, and it matches the MSA testing.
· International Night plans are coming along well, and the staff is excited.
· Since testing season is starting soon, a reminder to not schedule Dr. appointments, etc, in the morning, because while kids can take make-ups, the best testing environment is with their regular teacher, with their regular class, etc.
· Wishing a happy Chinese New Year a few days early.
President’s Report 
Princina Drazan

· Hands on Science update:  Last year, MCCPTA did not renew its contract with HOS-Outreach.  HOS-Outreach has gone out of business.  HOS is now being operated by the original company MCCPTA-EPI HOS.  The new company is piloting the HOS program in five schools in order to work out the kinks.  The hope is to bring the HOS program to all MCPS school in fall 2008.  We’ll get more information later in the spring.
· Nominating Committee request:  we need to convene a group of three people to be the committee.  They will fill the slate of officers.  The President, and both Vice President slots must be filled with new people since those officers have served for 2 years.  The Treasurer and Secretary have agreed to stay on another year, but all candidates must be voted into their positions.  Mrs. Jenkins and Ms. Barnes agreed to sit on this committee again this year, but a third person is needed.
Treasurer’s Report
Dee Tomasetti

· A copy of the monthly budget update is in the back of the room.  Book Fair expenses will be modified, just noticed an error.
· Disbursement forms are on the web site, and if there are any questions about anything, please call.
Second Vice President’s Report 
Michelle Cornblatt
· Volunteer of the Month – Michelle Katon.  In the future, if you have anyone you want to recognize as Volunteer of the Month, please let her know.

· We logged over 1600 volunteer hours in January.

· Please help the coordinators of the Valentine’s Day parties.

First Vice President’s Report 
Martha Segreti
· Thanked all volunteers for their help.
· School Gift, led by Diane Schmid, received a request to change part of the gift.  Instead of the updated maps and globes, the teachers feel LCD projectors that go with the camera will be more beneficial.  The cost is virtually the same if they get 4 LCD projectors.  The total would be $9973, but the PTA needs to vote on the change.  
· A motion was made, seconded and passed to replace the maps and globes with 4 LCD projectors as part of the gift to JLES from the PTA.

· International Night on February 26 has 20 countries and people will be using the kitchen.

· Community Night Out raised $486 at Potomac Pizza.

· Art to Remember – Lori O’Keefe – there will be no magnets now because last year over 100 magnets weren’t returned.  Orders are due back on February 29.  Your child can do alternate art work and have that art placed on the items.  Looking for volunteers to help tally the orders when they come in.
· Silent Auction – Charlotte Sauder – would like to change the venue back to JagFest and keep it outside.  Moose Lodge is too smoky and if tied to JagFest there will be more people around.  A motion was made, seconded and passed to bring Silent Auction back to JagFest on May 16 on the school grounds.
· Read-Aloud Day is set for February 29.
· DI has teams working away.  There will be assemblies during the school day as well as in the evening for the parents, and the competition is on March 8.

· Teacher Grant applications will be in mailboxes.

· Rock Hop needs more volunteers.  Possibly move to the fall next year, during a less busy time of the year.
Special Presentation
· Mrs. Christy Jenkins, second grade teacher, gave an overview of the upcoming student testing, “Preparing our Students for Today’s Assessments”.  Contact Mrs. Jenkins if you wish to receive a copy of the handouts.
Unfinished Business

· None
Announcements
· Meeting was adjourned at 8:13 p.m.  The next PTA meeting will take place on March 4, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.
