Jones Lane Elementary School PTA

General Meeting Minutes – 12/07/04

Submitted by Robin Fine, JLES PTA Secretary

Call to Order

· PTA President Diane Schmid called meeting to order at 7:08 p.m.

· Diane noted a quorum, welcomed all attendees and wished all a happy first night of Hanukkah.  She also welcomed our teacher representative, Mrs. Jenkins, who reminded us to read with our children every day.
Officer Reports

Minutes – Robin Fine, Secretary
· Moved, seconded, and passed by unanimous vote to waive reading of the November meeting minutes.

Treasurer’s Report – Michelle Robinson, Treasurer

· See treasurer’s report.

President’s Report – Diane Schmid, President

· Diane noted that the Reflections ceremony that took place earlier that evening was inspiring, showing off our children’s creativity. 

· Take a Flake program was very successful this year but continues until 12/10.

· Thanks to all who have donated to the Coat, Mitten and Hat drive this year.  Donations will be accepted until 12/17 and will be split up between Jones Lane and Glen Haven students.

· No January meeting or newsletter but feel free to contact her with any outstanding or new issues.

First Vice-President’s Report – Kristen Paolini, 1st VP

· Book Fair was a great success.  The kids loved seeing Clifford the Big Red Dog this year.  (Thank you to Mrs. Jenkins for volunteering to dress up!)

· Thanks to the Young Run staff.

· Sally Foster distribution day ran smoothly.

· Reflections program was a huge success with more than 40 participants.

· Election Day bake sale earned $900.

· Bingo Night was a huge success this year.

· The Drama Club shows were very entertaining.

· This year’s school portraits will be done by Blanton Studios.

Second Vice-President’s Report – Amy Mircoff, 2nd VP
· Thanks to our volunteers for babysitting tonight and to snack volunteers.

· Spring volunteer form coming home in backpacks soon.

· Please don’t forget to add your volunteer hours to the volunteer notebook in the main office.

· Stephanie McArthur, instructional specialist, asked if we can help out by volunteering in the lunchroom.  If you can assist, please speak to Mrs. Moore or Mrs. Levin.

Standing Committee Reports

· COMMUNITY SERVICE – 300 toys were recently sent to sick children at NIH.  Please continue to bring those in.

· SCHOOL GIFT – $11,000 allocated.  Call Laura Mackail if you’d like to serve on allocation committee.  Seems to be a big interest in a poster-making machine.  We need to spend the money before the end of the year.

· PARENT SURVEY – Results are being distributed to all at tonight’s meeting.  Please fill out survey regarding parent programs for this year.  We’re planning to bring the principal of Ridgeview MS here to speak with us.

· SKATE NIGHT REPLACEMENT – Vote was taken at last meeting and bowling was the unanimous winner!

· BOOK FAIR – Thank you to all 55 volunteers.  $11,817.00 net proceeds.  15 percent increase over last year.  Profit was $2,700 in cash and $350 in book vouchers.  Some of it will be used to purchase books for library.

· ANGEL TREE PROJECT – The Potomac Chase Women’s Club has adopted the servicemen and women of the USS Monterey and are assembling and sending care packages for crew members.  Help us if you’d like!

· COURTYARD PROJECT – There are photographs of courtyard on display tonight.

· CLUSTER NEWS – It has been decided that JLES students will attend Ridgeview MS for middle school.  Principal will be addressing Jones Lane community.  She is fluent in Spanish.  Much thanks to Pat Cochrane for all her hard work during this entire selection process.

· JAGFEST – Will be held Monday, May 16 at Smokey Glen Farm.  It will have a Polynesian/island theme.  Looking for suggestions on how to improve event.  Thanks to Charise for taking over this event this year!

· SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY NIGHT – To be held January 27.  There will be a volunteer form – we need lots of adult help on this one!

· REFLECTIONS – Great success!  Many of this year’s winners are going on to county level for next phase of competition.  Next year’s theme will be “I Wonder Why.”

Principal Intern’s Announcements – Mary Reed
· Baldrige is being used in the lunchroom now.

· We are graphing tardies for each grade level and it’s working – tardies are coming down in number.

· Lunch tables get points if all rules are followed.

Principal’s Announcements – Fran Levin

· Ridgeview’s principal is very excited to have us on board and is looking forward to meeting us all.

· Don’t forget – our lost and found bin is overflowing!  Stop by to look for your lost and forgotten items.

· The MSA is March 1 to 16 this year for 3rd, 4th and 5th graders.

· You are invited to hear superintendent’s budget at a meeting on 12/15 at Rockville H.S.  Weast is trying very hard to get more money for the county.

· Kindergarten Sneak Peek is coming – please spread the word to those parents with incoming kindergarteners.

· Bilingual translators have been a big help with meetings, conferences, etc.  Thanks for all your help!

· Pilot program for frosty machine in lunchroom.

Old Business

· None.

New Business

· HONOR ROLL – Question regarding honor roll.  Interest in doing school-wide recognition for achieving honor roll status.  After much discussion, many parents supported it and many others disagreed stating that it put undue pressure on the children.  A committee will be established to discuss the pros and cons.

Announcements

Next meeting on February 1 at 7 p.m.

Happy Holidays and New Year!

The meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m. by JLES President Diane Schmid.

